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Thanks to your help,   
KitePride achieved  
the following in Tel Aviv  
by the end of 2022:

safe rehabilitation  
working hours

37 473

handmade one-of- a-kind  
bags that create an impact 

35 440

18 740 

m² upcycled kitesurfing  
sails, yacht sails  
and parachutes 

About insight: 
Editorial: Verein GlowbalAct 
8117 Fällanden | Switzerland 
+41 (0) 44 534 65 30 | info@glowbalact.com 
www.glowbalact.com 

Photo Credits: GlowbalAct/KitePride,  
Envato Elements 
Photo Muskathlon: deadsea.run 
Design: martingrafik.ch

FINANCIAL TRANSPARENCY

Through donations and sponsorships, we were 
able to integrate 46 former victims into our 
training course and enroll them in the job place-
ment program. With the help of local volunteer 
cooks, we also served over 5000 healthy and 
freshly prepared meals to our employees and 
course participants.

Human trafficking is cruel. But we are not stand-
ing on the sidelines. This year we continue to give 
people hope, change lives, provide education 
and work, and offer tangible solutions.

6.6 % 
Public Relations 
and Fundraising

84.4 %  
GlowbalAct  
project costs 
and direct aid

Financial reporting 
approved according  
to accounting 
standards by CPA

9.0 % 
Administration

Annual Report  
2021

Distribution of funds in 2021

Scan and  
download

VICTIMS 
DON’T
NEED PITY,
THEY NEED
JOBS!
PASSION AND COMPASSION 
DRIVE US TO FREE PEOPLE 
FROM FORCED LABOR 
AND FORCED PROSTITUTION.

ANNUAL
REPORT
2021
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EDITORIAL 

2023 started with a bang. Not really ac-
tually. Here in Israel, it’s a night like any 
other night. The 1st of January, a day like 
any other day. 

I don’t know if you entered the new year 
with brand new resolutions that you’ve 
been busy putting into practice. Maybe 
you already had a good thing going and 
you just kept on keeping on. Or maybe you 
feel stuck. Fact is, we’ve already almost 
completed the first quarter of the year.

We all know the saying «you can’t steer a 
still ship». If you want to steer a ship, get 
it moving. Water passing over the rudder 
is what makes it maneuver. 

You can always change the direction if 
you’re headed the wrong way, but you 
have to be moving. 

We too feel a bit paralyzed sometimes. 
The main reason being the uncertainty 
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of our family receiving residency in Israel 
or not. But despite the unknown, we are 
moving. We are preparing the best we 
can for whatever answer we’re going to 
get at any given moment. 

Our local operations on the ground con-
tinue and we are right now in the pro-
cess of hiring a new CEO. It’s an exciting 
new season to strengthen our team with 
a local professional in the field, whom we 
know will bring our mission here to the 
next level! 

Sometimes you need to step back to 
step up. We’re full of anticipation of what 
2023 holds for us and we’re truly thank-
ful that you, our dear donors and friends 
of GlowbalAct are with us on the journey. 
We invite you to step into our world in 
this new edition of «INSIGHT» and keep 
moving with us. 

Tabea & Matthias Oppliger
Co-founders / Leaders of GlowbalAct 
& social business KitePride, Tel Aviv (IL) 

«Sometimes you need  
to step back to step up.»
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March 8 is International Women's Day, 
a day each year that celebrates the pro-
gress women have made in society and 
awareness is spread for the challenges 
that still lie ahead.

International Women's Day was first cel-
ebrated in Germany, Austria, Denmark 
and Switzerland in 1911. Since then, the 
day has become an international event 
where people around the world cele-
brate women's achievements.

But it is also a day that we become aware 
of the injustices women experience 
around the world and work to end them.

One of the tasks is to dispel the myths 
around the sex industry and prostitu-
tion that go hand in hand with sexual vi-
olence. And the biggest myth of all is the 
definition of the «oldest profession in the 
world.»TH

E 
BI

G
G

ES
T 

M
YT

H
 O

F 
AL

L 

#WorldsOldestOPPRESSION 
This, of course, is one of the most com-
mon claims made against the struggle 
in the sex industry, and not by accident. 
This argument is basically saying that 
prostitution is «inherent» in human be-
ings. Therefore, attempts to eradicate 
the phenomenon will not succeed, and 
may even cause harm along the way. It 
is important to clarify that prostitution is 
paid sex.

Where does this myth of the «oldest pro-
fession in the world» come from? Rud-
yard Kipling was an English writer who 
lived in India when it was still a British col-
ony and became known as a glorifier of 
the British Empire and its soldiers. In his 
1909 book On the City Wall, he coined 
the term «the world's oldest profession» 
because he noted that prostitution in In-
dia was passed down from generation to 
generation in the family because of the 
social caste system. He used the term to 
justify British colonialism in India and to 
prove the «inability of the people of the 
East to manage their own affairs.»

Attempting to prove that prostitution is as 
much a part of the nature of the place as 
the «primitive culture of the natives» led 

Myth: Prostitution is the  
oldest trade in the world  
and will always exist.

Picture from the  
GlowbalAct  
Charity Event  
Stiletto Run  
2014 in  
Zurich
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#WorldsOldestOPPRESSION 
him to spread the misconception that it 
is a phenomenon that cannot be eradi-
cated – it will have no end because it has 
no beginning.

More than 35 million people were mur-
dered under the British colonial regime 
in India, which Kipling vehemently sup-
ported. With colonialism came the con-
cept that a woman's body is a resource, 
just as the land is a resource. In order 
to own land, colonialists justified buy-
ing and owning women's bodies as well. 
This model has been repeated all over 
the world. Imperialism, colonialism and 
the sex industry are closely linked.

On the other hand, historian Gerda Lerner, 
in her 1986 book The Creation of Patriar-
chy, asserts that «the trading of women's 
bodies is not the world's oldest profes-
sion, but the world's oldest oppression.» 
Trafficking of women made women sub-

human. The path of female oppression by men began. 
«The oldest female professions were midwifery, agri-
culture, handicrafts (ceramics, weaving), medicine and 
pharmacy, and psychological care.» 

Myth: Prostitution is the oldest trade in the world and 
will always exist.

In recent years, we see that survivors of prostitution have 
become activists fighting against the normalization of the 
sex industry. Among other things, there has been an in-
crease in the use of hashtags that challenge the claim 
that it is the «world's oldest profession», such as 

#WorldsOldestOPPRESSION. 

This is interesting because it highlights the fact that just 
because something has been around for a long time 
doesn't mean it can't be eradicated. Any social system 
that was created by humans can therefore be ended 
by humans.

Imperialism, colonialism and the 
sex industry are closely linked.

Source: https://www.israelhayom.co.il/opinions/article/8920738
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OUR MISSION
We are established to end exploitation and to create nationwide employment for survivors of 
prostitution. We do this through educational training, job placement in the labour market and 
continuous support.

FUNDRAISING  
GOAL 2023  
FOR ALL PROJECTS  
IN ISRAEL: 
CHF 580 000.–

TRAIN 100 PEOPLE  
IN THREE YEARS 
EDUCATION & INTEGRATION

In a joint effort to expand and increase efforts to in-
tegrate more survivors into the workforce, Glowbal-
Act is developing a 24-month training program to 
help individuals trapped in the sex industry to find 
a way out. In 2021, our professional staff success-
fully taught the first training course. The course 
graduates, both women and men, are then net-
worked with new friendly employers in the open la-
bor market and mentored by our staff in their new 
jobs. On the ground in Tel Aviv, GlowbalAct imple-
ments the course with its local non-profit organiza-
tion Hope Center. This initiative was launched in a 
joint venture with the Israeli government.

With the help of our partners and donors, we aim 
to fund and run the program for 100 survivors by 
the end of 2023.

The 2023 courses have already begun. 

May we count on your support?   
Only with your help can we proceed  
with the courses and projects. 
Every penny brings us closer  
to our goal.  
A huge thank you!  

Sincerely  
Tabea & Matthias Oppliger

49 %

GlowbalAct and the Israeli Ministry of Welfare  
share the Educational Training Costs. 

Proportion  
of Costs 
GlowbalAct

Proportion  
of Costs  
IL Ministry  
of Welfare

51 %

CHF 5 000 (FOR 1 PERSON)

GLOWBALACT COURSE COSTS:

COST ALLOCATION:

CHF 208 PER MONTH | CHF 48 PER WEEK

Full costs for one person  
in the 24-month training course. 



Some stories and successes that would  
not be possible without your support!

One graduate started a job in a bookstore as a  
sales agent. She quickly became the manager  
of the store and very shortly after was offered  
the position to manage several branches of the 
bookstore in her region. 

A third person got a job in the service sector  
of a hotel overlooking the sea. It was always her 
dream to work close enough to the beach so she 
could go surfing straight after work or even get  
a surf in before her shift. 

A fourth student just won a court case and got  
all her debts canceled, is now debt free and  
has begun working as a hotline agent.

Another participant began as a regular employee  
of a clothes shop and after a few weeks he was  
promoted to being the manager of the store.

You can donate easily and 
conveniently via our donation 
page. Donations to GlowbalAct 
projects are tax deductible.

››› www.glowbalact.com/en/donate/

For our US donors, donate  
to GlowbalAct (501c3) on  
the safe giving page of our  
trusted partner FIRM.

››› give.firmisrael.org/give/300581
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THE LOWEST POINT  
ON EARTH AS THE  
HIGHLIGHT OF THE YEAR
MUSKATHLON ISRAEL 2024  
28TH JANUARY TO 4TH FEBRUARY 2024 
THIS IS MAINLY A GERMAN SPEAKING EVENT

Are you looking for the adventure of a 
lifetime? Then the Muskathlon in Israel 
from January 28 to February 4, 2024 
is for you. Run the beautiful «Dead Sea 
Marathon», discover the cultural diver-
sity of Israel and take a stand for justice.

During the 7-day trip you will get a be-
hind-the-scenes look into the tragedy of 
modern day slavery and human traffick-
ing. In Israel, over 14 000 people work 
in the sex industry. 76% of them want to 
leave. GlowbalAct works to liberate and 
educate survivors offering hope and a 
new life. You will visit Glowbalact's pro-
jects in Tel Aviv, see first hand the stu-
dio oft he fashion label "KitePride", meet 
their employees and hear their stories.

The highlight of the week will be the 
Dead Sea Marathon – a fundraising 
event to support the work of GlowbalAct. 
Your goal is to try and raise 10 000 Swiss 

Francs as you participate in this extreme 
run through stunning landscape.

Apart from the charity run, you will expe-
rience the beauty of Israel and visit cul-
tural and biblical sites of great meaning. 
During the Muskathlon week you will be 
inspired, encouraged and challenged to 
make a difference. 

We guarantee you an unforgettable week 
with not only incredible input but life 
changing output. 

An epic race for justice at the lowest 
point of the earth!

Be part of the Muskathlon!  

Info and registration at   
www.muskathlon.ch

GLOWBALACT INSIGHT8 | 



AN EPIC RACE  
FOR JUSTICE AT  

THE LOWEST POINT  
OF THE EARTH!

GET  
EXCITED!

Different routes  
are possible:  

5 km | 10 km | 21,1 km | 42,2 km | 50 km

Scan and watch the  
promotional clip now. 

| 9 MUSKATHLON 2024



A special offer to companies is making KitePride 
products with custom branding. The purchase of 
these products not only supports the work of Glow-
balAct but it states a clear NO to forced prostitution 
and human exploitation. It is always a very special 
and unique gift for employees, as it was for the team 
at Splendida Service AG.

This company is in the business of cleaning and facility 
management services. Founded in 1973, the family- 
owned company celebrated its 50th anniversary cur-
rently employing about 500 people. It is located in the 
Swiss canton of Zurich. They offer a wide range of spe-
cialized cleaning and property maintenance services. 
Their company also focuses on sustainability. 

This year, Splendida’s Christmas party was everything 
but a regular one. CEO Thomas Bohli decided to make 
a much larger impact and ordered Laptop Backpacks, 
Grande Tote Bags and Keychains for all of his employ-
ees! All products were customized with the company's 
own branding and the employees got to choose which 
bag they preferred. A short film explaining the work of 
KitePride rounded off the ceremonial handover of the 
gifts during their Christmas dinner in December 2022. 
«Our employees were ecstatic about the bags. Especially 
because each one is unique, one-of-a-kind,» Bohli said. 
«A thoroughly successful event!»

UNIQUE GIFTS FOR  
THE COMPANY’S ANNIVERSARY  
SPLENDIDA SERVICE AG WITH KITEPRIDE CUSTOM BRANDING

Thomas Bohli presented the work of GlowbalAct and KitePride at the Christmas 
party and handed over the individual KitePride bags to his employees.
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YOU TOO CAN GIVE YOUR CUSTOMERS  
OR EMPLOYEES A SPECIAL GIFT ...

… and show that you 
are committed to a 
fair and ecologically 
sustainable world!

SOME OF OUR CLIENTS

Questions?
GET IN TOUCH WITH US!

YOUR 
LOGO

We are happy to help you find the  
perfect KitePride gift for your company!

info@kitepride.com

Custom-Branding-Website
kitepride.com/ 
pages/custom-branding

| 11 KITEPRIDE CUSTOM BRANDING



It is freezing cold this evening as I make 
my way to the Parparim Christmas out-
reach. It really takes an effort to go out-
side in the cold. A cosy evening on the 
sofa would definitely be tempting. On 
the way to our meeting place, I won-
der where the women I will meet tonight 
would like to be. The thought that they 
probably don’t have a choice shakes me 
to the core. Another thought floods my 
mind: Where will they spend Christmas? 
Will they see their families? Will they get 
to experience a celebration full of love?

YOU RESPONDED 
AND DONATED  
BAGS.  
TESTIMONIAL CHRISTMAS OUTREACH 
NON-PROFIT PARPARIM THUN (SWITZERLAND)

In November 2021, Modibodi, a lingerie company advocating for 
true female needs, launched a billboard campaign placed in the 
heart of the Ayalon highway, the main highway through Tel Aviv.

Seeing a powerful partnership Modibodi teamed up with KitePride. 
Instead of the billboard going to landfill, KitePride transformed this 
canvas into beautiful classic tote bags, perfect to go about your 
day to day life.

Each bag purchased creates an impact: one and a half hours of 
safe working hours for survivors of prostitution plus saving 0.2 m² 
of canvas from landfill. Each of the bags is uniquely made from 
different parts of the billboard allowing customers to own a little 
piece of history.

You can get yours here!  
www.kitepride.com

MODIBODI CAMPAIGN

the answer to my questions. As it says on the cards en-
closed by women survivors in Tel Aviv: 

«There is love and hope in this world!»

My biggest wish is that all these wonderful women will 
experience this. During our visit I actually feel that this 
message truly comes across to the girls: women who do 
not yet know us lean in and ask why we are here. Their 
astonishment is clear when we explain why and that the 
bag is a Christmas gift. Familiar faces embrace us and 
do not want to let us go. Their eyes light up when they 
receive the beautiful bags. A lot of them are touched 
when they read the personal words on the card.

After the outreach, I am grateful to have left the comfort 
of my home to give the women a seed of hope. I begin 
to think about the potential of that hope knowing the 
stories of the rescued women who sewed the bags who 
were also once trapped. And I wonder if I will ever see 
the fruit of this evening grow and flourish. 

Sara Cassani 
Parparim Thun

I’ve got the 30 beautiful ModiBodi bags 
from KitePride in Israel with me to give 
away tonight, donated by GlowbalAct 
friends. A response to a Christmas cam-
paign. We will be distributing the unique 
gifts to the women this evening.

As we prepare to go out as a team and 
fill the bags with more small gifts, I real-
ize that we as Parparim can be part of 
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Both employees in our  
social business (KitePride) 
and course participants  
in our training and  
job placement program  
are effectively supported  
by the GlowbalAct  
sponsorship fund.

Our thank you gift:  
When you commit to sponsoring an employee/participant for one full 
year (at least 30 francs per month) you receive a KitePride bag as a 
thank you gift.

I WOULD LIKE  
TO TAKE ON  
A SPONSORSHIP 
and invest sustainably  
in a human life. 

Please register online or send us a photo of this slip with your details 
to: sponsorship@glowbalact.com

www.glowbalact.com/en/sponsorships

Name (First and Last)

E-mail

Street and Nr.

Zip Code, Location

Country

Phone

Date and signature

Sign up

My donation per month USD
$ 30   ($ 360 per year) 

$ 50   ($ 600 per year) 

$ 100   ($ 1200 per year) 

$ 208   ($ 2500 per year*)

SPONSORSHIPS

YOUR HELP MAKES  
A MASSIVE WORLD  
OF DIFFERENCE!
We help people to become free from forced labor and 
forced prostitution.

With a monthly sponsorship donation, you finance ed-
ucation, therapies, job placements and other costs that 
arise due to health related problems. 

Sponsorships make it possible to respond to the individ-
ual needs of employees and course participants. This 
ensures that each person receives the appropriate sup-
port to start a new and self-determined life.

Become a sponsor today and help to en-
sure a growing professional support offer.

 
www.glowbalact.com/en/sponsorships

* Full GlowbalAct costs in CHF  
for one person for one year in  

our 24-month training  
program

30 

$
50 

$
100 

$
208* 

$

BECOME  
A SPONSOR 

and help people be free  
from exploitation 
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www.glowbalact.com

JOIN THE MOVEMENT –  
CHANGE LIVES

Your contribution  
is making an impact. • DONATIONS BY BANK TRANSFER ($) 

Bank: Credit Suisse, 8070 Zürich 
IBAN: CH49 0483 5139 7860 2200 1 
BIC/SWIFT: CRESCHZZ80A 
Account Nr.: 0835-1397860-22-1 
Beneficiary: Verein/NGO glowbalact 
CH-8117 Fallanden, Switzerland

• DONATIONS BY BANK TRANSFER (CHF) 
Bank: Credit Suisse, 8070 Zürich 
IBAN: CH13 0483 5139 7860 2100 0 
BIC/SWIFT: CRESCHZZ80A 
Account Nr.: 1397860-21 
Beneficiary: Verein/NGO glowbalact 
CH-8117 Fallanden, Switzerland

• DONATIONS BY BANK TRANSFER (ILS) 
Bank Leumi le Israel B.M. 
Brudezky 43, Tel Aviv, Israel 
IBAN: il850108330000061809220 
BIC/SWIFT: LUMIILIT833 
Account Nr.: 61809220 
Beneficiary: Hope Center, Post Box 39283, 
6139201 Tel Aviv, Israel

For our US donors, donate to Glow-
balAct (501c3) on the safe giving 
page of our trusted partner FIRM.

››› give.firmisrael.org/give/300581

www.glowbalact.com
Online donation:


